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Presidents Council Resolution & SA Rugby Board Fact Sheet

Date



Description

15 January 2005
SA Rugby issues invitation to all regions to submit bids for a 5th Super 14 Rugby Franchise

6 April 2005
Presentation in Newlands by 6 interested Bidders

15 April 2005
Adjudication Panel (Norman Arendse, Derrick Minnie & Dan Moyo) issues recommendations – resulting in a stand off between the Central Free State Union and the Southern & Eastern Cape, as both wanted to be the preferred bidder. A settlement or compromise was achieved in that it was understood that the Cheetahs would be promoted and the Southern & Eastern Cape Super 14 franchise would stand down, and essentially place them in a holding pattern for 18 months and be entrenched in the 2007 Super 14 series. This action cancelled a SEC Super 14 confirmed sponsorship of R10m pa for 5 years (R50m), ex Vodacom who required participation in the 2006 Super 14 Series, which sponsorship then rolled over to the Cheetahs. This “settlement” stripped the financial viability of the SEC Super 14 bid, however SA Rugby pledged to financially support the SEC Super 14 franchise and procure sponsorships for the 2006 season as detailed in the unanimous Presidents Council Resolution declared on the 8th June 2005.

8 June 2005


President’s Council Resolution 

The 8th June 2005 International Media Release, issued by SA Rugby, following the President’s Council meeting, was circulated to the desks of all President’s and CEO’s of all 14 Rugby Unions in South Africa, including the 6 Super 14 Franchise CEO’s, stated:
“The parties present at the SA Rugby President's Council meeting held on 8 June 2005 at the Intercontinental Sandton Sun agreed the following in respect of the franchise system in South Africa for the Super 14 Competition. 
1. That a formal legal agreement shall be drafted immediately confirming what was agreed regarding the Super 14 franchise system in South Africa.
2. The South Eastern (SE) Cape Franchise shall be financially supported by SA RUGBY / SARU in respect of their development during 2006. In light thereof SA RUGBY / SARU must procure sponsorships for the SE Cape Franchise for the 2006 season.
3. The SE Cape franchise shall be entrenched in the Super 14 Competition for the 2007 & 2008 rugby seasons.
4. The South African team finishing at the bottom of the log in 2006, will automatically be replaced by the SE Cape for the 2007 season.
5. At the end of the 2007 Super 14 season, the South African franchise team, which is last on the Super 14 log, excluding the SE Cape, shall play in a promotion relegation match against the franchise team who did not play in the 2007 Super 14 competition.
6. That the decision which was taken at the meeting on 15 April 2005 in respect of the South African franchise system, are hereby amended in order to reflect the above agreement. 
7. That the Falcons Rugby Union will form part of the Blue Bulls franchise.
8. SA RUGBY shall within 21 days as from 8 June 2005, compile a "White Paper" in respect of the total SA RUGBY'S competition structure”.
29 August 2005

Appointment of Peter de Villiers as Head Coach 

15 November 2005

Appointment of Tony McKeever as CEO

2 December 2005
Ratification by SA Rugby Board of President’s Council Resolution

12 December 2005
Distribution of draft Franchise Participation Agreement

December 2005
Spears Signs Media Partner

December 2005
Spears Signs Apparel Sponsor

12 January 2006
2nd Draft of Franchise Participation Agreement

15 January 2006 
Meeting of 6 Super 14 Franchise Coaches with SA Rugby, headed by National Coach and Selectors

16 January 2006 
Meeting of 6 Super 14 Franchise Coaches & CEO’s with SA Rugby

2 February 2006 
SA Rugby meeting with 6 Franchise CEO’s at Newlands for signing of Franchise Participation Agreement

7 February 2006 
Signing of Franchise Participation Agreement by Spears

10 February 2006 
Deadline date for signing of Franchise Participation Agreement by all 6 Franchises as required by SA Rugby with regards to signed agreements with SANZAR, Newscorp and Vodacom
24 March 2006 
President’s Council recommendation to SA Rugby Board to rescind 8 June 2005 resolution

28 March 2006 
Invitation by SA Rugby to Spears to debrief SA Rugby Board

29 March 2006 
Debriefing at SA Rugby to Board at 14:00

31 March 2006 
SA Rugby Board delegation to meet with Spears at 08H00 in Port Elizabeth at Spears offices

31 March 2006 
Press Conference at 12H00 in Spears Board Room

The South African Rugby Union and Southern Spears – Joint Press Statement

Posted on Friday, March 31, 2006 - 14:53 

A delegation of the South African Rugby Union today met representatives of the Southern Spears to gather information on the state of the franchise’s readiness to participate in the Vodacom Super 14 in 2007. 

The meeting addressed a number of issues including governance of the franchise, sponsorships and understanding of earlier agreements in the Southern Cape region. 

Representatives of the Parliamentary Sports Portfolio Committee and the Nelson Mandela Metro ANC Sports Desk also attended the meeting as observers. 

SA Rugby Union and Southern Spears expressed satisfaction with the progress of the meeting, as it brought the various stakeholders closer to understanding each other’s position on pertinent issues. The meeting was regarded as the first in a series of engagements that will help SA Rugby make an informed decision on the immediate future of the franchise. 

The two parties have noted the media and public interest in the current process regarding the Southern Spears, and have committed to keep all stakeholders informed on developments. 

The next stage is a presentation by the SA Rugby Union delegation to the Board of SA Rugby on April 18 and further engagement with relevant stakeholders. 

The findings of the Saru delegation and a decision on the immediate future of the Southern Spears will be announced publicly once the process has been completed. No media or public statements will be made prior to that.
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